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1. „ bemoly calleth God to witneſs hat he afferteth or 
Prenitah; and to. judge him according to e 
bood-of what he fweareth.. 
The name of Gov only, is that by which, men ought 8e 
ſwear, and therein it is to be uſed. with all holy fear and re- 
verence. Therefore to ſwear vainly or raſhly by that gloriohs - 
and dreadful name, or to ſwear at all by any other thingy, is. 
ſinful and to be abhorred. Yet, as in matters of weight and 
moment, an Oath is warranted by the word of Gon, yinder the 
. New Teſtament, as well as under the Old; ſo a lawfal Oath, 
de taken. 1 | | | 
Whoſoever taketh an Oath, ought duly to confides e 
of ſo ſozgun an act, and there ty awo nothing _ 
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20 be violated, although ma 
winſler Confeſſion, Chap. 22. 


e ss giſebe ness by the impcfitten ef WAHR yl oy; 
Band un, afin Goſpels) ſeveral of his MEAT v: 
Father Aidjetts, Prot ſtartts Of the atie tent Kirk"of Se 


4 bit w it what he 7 is fully per ſuaded” 1s "the wrath; z neither nay 


mx vind wing, bur What is fu 
good, and what he believeth ſo to be, and what he is able —4 
reſolved to perform. Vat it is a fin to refuſe an Oath touch- 


| ing any. thing that is good and juſt, being * lawful 


authority. ; N A 
An Oath. is to be taken in the N 4 common ante vf 


the word, without equivocation or mental reſervation, It can- 


not oblige to fin ; but in any thing not ſinful, being taken, it 
di ings to performance, DT, as to a man's own hurt : Nor is it 
to heretics or gal. e . 


The mode of ſwearing an Oath in the different nations, 1 
ages of the world, bath been various. The lifting up of the 


band unte the Lord the eee is a ſcriptural way 


(Gen, xiv. 22. Dan. xii. 7. Rev. x. 5, 6.) and will haye the 


preference in the eſteem of all who are poſſeſſed with a becom- | 


ing rever-nce for the ſtatutes of JEHoV AM. 
Moved by theſe conſiderations, and ſeriouſly l in 


the . 


teltkät in London, met tsgecher in che morth'of Oblober, 


17805 and agreed to 22x in the moſt r pA murhe ty the 
f- lowitig MEimorial.” „Jett ei N arte met b 


*. ny 182 viel i a 7d 200 „ bi 4 nia b bi i 


2894 * 4, * e : by „ 


tac 1 g tal3 XN to vince e eee er 
27 hend 1it v4 ie ic u i omen — Bun 
F en go {© hanictide bd of has Tuldit 
2173 Den 20 16 es nit yi Lana th. iO a2 notnront 
oc 9 b 2 bY SH tm ot 5% 18 roma me L work. 
2,20 29: et pee FUE N Hi NA UNVAL YG LG Sas 
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Wo 25 p Inte of e 
Len Chief e of che Court of ra, 


a Memorial af A conſidenble body a his Majelts Prots. | 
of Scotland, as eftabliſhed is in 
\ thexear 1636, in! London and Weſtwinſter, and the environs 
thereof, aſſembled in the houſe of Mr. Jauzs Mitra, 
in St. Martin's - Court, St. Martin” W on * fourth 


| a el OQtober,| . * Wi RE | 5 WEI 4.5 * Ne 
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| 4 75 is humbly repreſented to your Sr a at the © 
ner of taking an Qath in Scotland, as by law eſtabliſhed, i is 
by holding up the right hand, when the Oath is adminiſtered, 
| and not by. Wing. the aed, on, and boa ag, os 
Goats,” © | 
"> That they <anpet, in conſcience, comply wich tha thats 
of Fearing, uſual in this part of the united Kingdom. * 
E be pleaded in their behalf, - that many of them were h 
and £Jucated in Scotland, where dx. have doen acpuſlames to” ö 
Arent mange of ſwearing. 
therg are "numbers. of peogle, in ie party; of 
x Whohaye the. ſame. feruples,. ud dy ante 
| diſadvantages with your Memorialiſte.. - rl 
a «1x: is not fron m. diſaffection to his Mate perſon br. 
$9 yernment, that they do not comply with the common u 
7 f of this country. in this matter, but becauſe they, congeiye that | 
| by Jo doing they. would fin againſt Gen, They, will yield 
9 pane of their fellow-ſubjecs, in affection to his MajzertY's 4 
len, and attachment to the proteſtant ſucceſſion in dg Ilg 
trious family. They are not only ſorry, that by gonse 
 pliange with the common form of ſwearing, they ſometimes 
ſuſfer confiderable loſſes. But they are alſo heartily grieved,that 
M cn bunt they cannot be of the tame erviee which they 
1 be of to their Kixc and Country, Min void 
non Knowing their * this - 
PER head, 
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©: HR, 
bes often, take to i chem in ir property, 
and daffand 1 "og inp haves j Ju ritle to; and 
in th; Is jon at Weſtminſtpr, it was witk no mall diffi- 
culty they. were permitted to make Oath. in the manner which 
is agrecable to the dictates of their conſGietices, aid it is nbw 
ſurmiſed that endeavours will be uſed for having their votes 
rejected as illegal, on account of the en e in 
giving their Oath, - nn 
„ Whfle Obaxtns, Ixus, and Manomrrans are per- 
mitted to ſwear in the manner which is moſt agreeable to the 
dictates of their .own conſciences, they think, it a great hard- 
ſhip that they ſhould not, be admitted to ſwear i in a manner 
Which all Proteſtants Ale to be perfectly innocent, 
which they humbly think is calculated"eo imppeſe the con- 
ſcience with an awe of the SUPREME. Jupst; They 


themſelyes, that if the ſtate af the caſe had been duly tere 


ſented, Prozeſtant ſubjects. would never have been denied a li- 
berty, which they furely have a right. fo chin in this res 
country. 

The late Lord CAN CEL tor, without the a ea, 
gave order to the Commiſhoners of batikruptey, in k 


caſe, to  allminiſſet the Oath ' according to the Scotch _ 
yet the liberty to ſwear in that manner has l 2222 on 


different occaſions ſince that time. 

.* They breſume, however, that tha Scotch 1 900 con- 
mary to the law of this land, and they conceive that there. is 
no la or ſtatute, but only” vſe'and cuſtom for the mode of 
ſwearit) ring by Fifling* the bobk. In theſe circumftances't 
hope it Wit be reckoned/Jull and equitable, that they ſhould be 
mhwirted to rar in the manner eee the "har 
tho bo pg _— I | 


4 + $+ 
— 77 < . * 
o * 


. 
194 ww” May i Werber vent your Lordſhip: to rake this matter. 


Auto ꝓaur ſerious conſideration, arid we hope your: 
try -: Lopdihip will give, your opinion in ſuch manner as our: 
„ "6 , rey 2 2 —* 245 7 * 425 IR W 7 1 ww 
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3 Wes t |; 
_ ſhall ſeo proper; "that the: mode of ſmearing, 
lin up the righe-hand, \s logal, and may be 5 
2x valid in any gurt of eee 


„ „rate i in the kingdom. 
s * BY 1 Wnt as 
11 n ir 
1 Gong do £ 93 
%% 


1 hi en this memorial, the his i fri, 
that their. brethren in , parts of Lid e, labored 
wth thoaſetves wider the ſame hardſhips a! m foie 
& Committee t tq * 1 2 as 3 te thene 


e 


- 3 pe eee 
471. Arcordingh thr following petition was, in the . 14 


W 1784, e the Houſe of c 8 
e 

* hs Hoxopnaps the Commons of Great Bri, 
2 ;  , Parliament aſſembled, rel wy 


Ae eee u eee, body of fis be- | 
JJ ⁵ fibjedts of the ancient #irk of '$hs--—= 

| „„ n 8 
| * parts of South-Britain; © © + FEELS Bo 
al TR $5 2133 ines 12 255 
eie r 21 852 N 
n This tha eee e raking ' * — 
a up the right-hand, when the Outht is adrtinifiered, wit = 
Er Logo -ohes and afterwards kiffing che book: * 
' 4 Thi many of your petitioners being bred and educited 

| In'the-princigies of the church of Scotland, maſt Ah u- 
| giv thardto; ant Schere of them, / whe" entertain the like 
Nr 


E. e 


, -< That men void Ot ae Oe MY 


principles of your petitioners on this head, often take the 
advantage of them, H rveſuſing do pay to them their juſt 
demands, Ahereby your petitioners are frequently defrauded 
of. entire Property, U baving the means to come at 
That it is not Pres any difaffeQion toy or au 2 

of the rules eſtabliſhed by GOVERNMENT, chat they do not 
comply with the common uſage. of this couptry im this ung, 
ticulat, but becauſe the folemn mode ip which their farm of 
Onsth is adminiſtered, is moſt agreeable to the ꝗictates of their 
0 conſciences. And your petitioners are heartily grieved, that 


on this account they cannot be of the fame. ſervice,»nor per- 
form the ſame offices to the ſoclety, in which they live, 28 


the reſt of their fellow- -citizens, very many of the Magiſtrates 
of this country refuſing to accept their Oaths in the: 0 ** 
can only admit to be ſ yorn. a 
That your petitioners conceive the mode of * n 
oath by calling immediately on the SAcxED NAM, as 
adopted by them, is perfectly ſolemn, and calculated to im- 
preſs the conſcience with an awe of the SUPREME: Brixc. 
And 'that as the mode of ſwearing by kiſſing | the book, is 
founded alone in cuſtom, your petitioners, humbly hope that 
their application for this alteration in the mode of adminiſter- 
ing the Oath to thoſe of their perſuaſion, will he dent but 
1k anfl-gquitable, eſpecially when it is oonſidered, that they | 
are catitled-to take in this montwiy« the other pant 
of alu uniteq Ki kingdom. af t pig yd ton 
 £.:That as this: requeſt has been heretofore com With by * 
the legiſlature in favour of certain Difſenters callal Q ANN; : 
and ag by guſtom and pſage, Jetus end others. ars-permitted.gÞ == 
CCC exof er 
| -Onſcience- 1 i i Taste bay: Suni dn . 
VL 1 * 20 


tar 


4 Your- petitionete thetofors n pray this en | 

Houſe; that leave mäß be given" to bring i a Bin, 

| _ whereby the mode of taking at Oath in the manner 

| * pratriſed in "North Britain, may in all caſes, where re- 

; wh © quited by the patty, be A OE HW IT of” Ms 
- the uſual forth." ee To vb 
Wie Pritt being _ have "was Bits; wi he” Bill 

brought / in, Having paſſed unanimouſly through the Houſe of 
Commons, I was" caFFicd up t6 the Hoſe" of | Lords.” There, 

after the ſecond reading, it went through a Commilttie,' and "as 
amended; when the difſolution of Parliament prevented its further 
progreſs and paſſing into a law. The following is a copy+ of tha 
Bll, ABS. it Hau 8 the abovementioned . * | 
', 

A Bit, intitiiled, Atl AQ to ds this alin; ** form | 
of raking an Oath by certain perſons, ' Proteſtants of * 

4 cient Church of Seotiand. 5 


SPL gy.” * 1 * 


6 7 as — 


5 2. 


„be certain chefs, een 6 t 
G of Scotland, reſident in England, catinot, froth ſerüples 
of toriſcience; comply with the mode of taking an Oatf ar- 
cording te the uſagb in England, but are deſtroub bf being al- 
lowed to take an Oath it all places withiri this fealti, After 
db manner apd form of taking the dane i in Seotland, hy 
law eſtabliſhed, © * 

And whereas fuch perſons, 3s well as others thquiritg 
their teſtimony, are thereby, in many caſes,' ſubjeCt to grear 

onveniencies ; may it therefore pleaſe your moſt Excellent 

12 that it may be enacted, and be it enacted” by the 
b ' King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with the ad wies and 

_ conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, 
* this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the uthority of 
ide fame, That from ind after the puffng of this Aer, every' 
Ja perſon Gene „ * W vp: 
„ . 
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ion of the indient Chuteh of Scotland ue aforeſaid) who'may 
bears an occaſibit, or who may be lawfully called upon to take 
an oath, in avy cds either criminal or civil, or in any other 
caſe whatſoever, within England, Wales, or the town of 
Berwick upon Twred, ſhall, inſtead of being required to touch 
or kiſs the book of the Holy Evangeliſts of God; and of hav- 
ing ſuch Oath adminiſtered to him, or her, in the uſual form, 
ending with the words, So help yaw God, or, So help you God 
by the tontents bf this book, be permitted to take ſuch Oath by 
| holding up his or her right hand, and "AG r the fol- 
1 words: 


T A. B. (bring a Proteftent of the « ancient Church of Scotland) 
do $WEAk BY GOD, AND 48 1 SHALL ANSWER TO GOD 
AT THE OKEAT DAY OF JUDOEMENT, That (after which 
ſhall be added the uſual words of the oath to be taken, the 
ſime being adapted to the form hereby W as the 
een ee require 2). 75 


And all judges, juſtices, Wasen at; dit pla Wa 
_ Fiſed and required to adminiſter any Oath to fuch perſons, ſo 
deſcribed as aforeſaid, ſhall be, and they are hereby authoriſed 
and required to adtniniſter the ſame in the manner herein-be- 
fore appointed, which O-th fo taken ſhall be of the fame fotce 
and effect, ro all intents and pufpoſes whatſoever; as if ſuch 
perſon had taken en Oath in the uſual form and manner : ex- 
cept for the purpoſes of qualifyidg ſuch perſons to ſerve upon 
Juxies, or to execute an office, in which caſes the Oath woſt 
be taken in the form preſcribed by law and uſage. | 

* And be” it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 
Thar, if any ach Perſon, ſo deſcribed as aforeſaid, or any other 
perſon whatſoever, taking ſuch Oath in the manner herein- 
before appointed, Hall be lawfully conyicted wilfully, ſalſely, 
and: corruptly, to have ſworn arty matter or thing, which, if 
the ſame had beer in the uſual form and manner, Would 


| N tg wilfal- and 9 n, ang 


_ this Act, which is hereby meant and intended to be grpapat 


It read e furend: tim en Medutſdm il 1 of Fu, 148 


. 
«7 * 


9 * * 9 * 
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offending ſhall incur abe; fame penalties and farfgirures, a by 
the laws and ſtatutes of this realm are to be wala * . 


92 7 conriged of wilful and © corrupt * lt 


cient Church of OY (hall as ſuch zl the W 


to perſons of that perſuaſion and denomination only, and 
under ſuch pretence, take an Oath.in any caſe 2 


the directions of this AQ, every ſuch perſon ſp 2 50 0 | 


be deemed guilty of a iniſdemeanor. | 
„ And whereas it is the practice of the Court of Exc 
i Scotland, to adminiſter. an Oath after the manner and 
tg in England; be it nated by the authority aforeſal 
all perſons corhortted; and r. equired to adminiſter an Oark 
2 the ſaid Court of "Exchequer i in r Thall, be, and 
iereby zuthoriſed and required to adminiſter the famg to 4 
perſon ar perſons, being Proteſtants, prof the religo 
perfuaſion of the ancient Chu reh of Scotland, in the manner 


herein-before appointed ; any, law, uſages; * achte * 


gontrary notwithſtanding 4 

i And be jt further ade That d this 40 ſhall 1 8855 
and taken to be 3 public Act; and ach 
others, are to take netice thergof "eontingly,? | 


Ups "the meeting of this» preſent | Bax liament; he ai 15 


| amended by the Lozps in the former, was ggais Hrongit into] 
Houſe of Commons, aud paſſed withont. oppoſition." I was tarrisy 


en 40 the; He ue or PERL U a firft time aud ordered ty 


N ben chi Folding debate took plocei in which: the gig 


perſons praying. relief ane charly md, un thi nade of He | 
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The order of the” day having | been read bor the ſecond read. | 
ing of the Bilt”! to declare? it Tawful for certain perſons, Prote- 
its "of the ancient Church of Scotland, reſident i in England, 
to take Oiths 57 bol ing 4 of t their hands, inflead of laying 
ther hands” upon the Bible, ae as 
Lox Dixi roſe, and opened t to the Houſe che nature of 
Wen Bill, and the *circumMtances that had attended it. He 
{ited, that the Bill bad paſſed \bothyHouſes in in the laſt Parlja- 
ment, and | wopld nc now haye been p of the lay of the land, 
hut for the diſſolution of Parlia hat had taken place, He 
enlarged upon the neceſſity of all | g men, bo en! d 
religious ſcruples againft | the form and manner of takin 
Ss, "ufually pradtifed i in thin ry, to make their mY 
able to their conſciences, 
Bits a 48 were A plicable, t to the 


the Derry i in the way, mon a 
Alter fully an argt DE 
Wduceable | for ts ſupport, his 


natur of the caſe, and wa 
Read a : ſecond time. 


%tidMip moved, "that be BAF 
"The Lozp Craxcrn 85 the "woolfack, "and began a 
* + 
Fery.2 able, learned, and cob loeigg "Tpeech. on the Jaw, as it 
And od, and as it "ought to Hand, in reſpect to the particular 
ſubject of the Bill His 1 ſtated, that it was, and had 
been the practice of. thẽ. Courts of Judicature, to admit per- 
tons of particular religions, and who entertained ſcruples of 
conſelenee, with regard to the fortns of taking Oaths, to ſwear 
Ifter the manner moſt conſonant to their on religious opi- 
gidde. Doubts; be ſaid, had indeed been entertained, whe- 
cher Infidels, "Atheiſts, and thoſe who denied or diſbelieved 
rhe Lriſtenes bf Gop, ought to be permitted to take any | 

Oach; but thoſe doubts had long ſince been ſuhſtantially fet- 
tied. Much argument had alſo obtained at different eras of 
Chriſtianity vpon the nature of Oaths, but nothing was more 
en * * 3 i " * = * ex" cleary 


* 


*. 


TTY 


* more certain, or leſs Aifputable;”thain that the Elen | 
appeal to Gon was the eſſence of the Oath, and that the - 
5 it was the form und circumſtance only. ITA 
the form now claimed by thoſe who called themſelyes mem 
bers of the Cameronean Church , and which meabt mern 
bere of the ancient Church of Scotland; was a fon then 
books bore teſtimony was of very ancient practice. Id mn, 
2 book which it was impoſſible to ſay preeiſely when it was 
_ written, he found this ſentence,---/inguli- homines jurutynunt 
. erifiis ſur ſum manibus. Other forms had alſo--prevailed- at. 
other periods; thus from Matbem Paris we learn, that two 
forts of Oaths were wont to be taken in the reign of Hznzy 
. the Third, the ſacramentum more facerdotis, and the facramen- 
tum more laici; the firſt, a ſolemn appeal to the DaaTY, by 
laying the hand upon the breaſt, which was peculiar to Eccle- 
ſtaſtics; the other, a ſolemn appeal to Gon, by impoſition of 


the hand upon the book of the goſpels, in uſe with tha Eaity, 


Mathew Paris ſtates, that Henry the Third extorted money 
from the ſubject, under the pretence of his being about tu 
inſtitute a cruſade ſor the ſervice of the holy war.. This call 
for money excited much jealouſy at the time, and thoſe w 
entertained doybts of the ſincerity of the plea on hi 21 
W ee that they oblj 


Ly n 2 Sto wag 
: e 
.+ Here his Lordſhip was mifintormed. "This mender of the pe, 7" 
Scotland are not Cameroneans, nor by any means connected with theth: The 
Cameroneans deny the authority of the preſent Government, becauſe the mem · 
bers of it baue not ſeotrn the ſolemn League and Covenant, conſequently do 
pray. for our preſent. amiable SOVEREIGN, On the contrary, the members 
the. ancient Kurk of Scotland declare, that wk SUGHT To ACKNOWLEQGE Tut 
PRESENT. evil ab THOMTY OVER THESE "NATIONS, AND To YIELD) bye. 
ien THERETO m LAWFUL COMMANDS.” See Diſplay of Seceſſ. Teſt. Vol. A. 
Page 112. They have further teſtified their loyalty and attachment to to.the pro«. | 
ſent Government on various occafions, particularly by cafling out, of their d- 
5 ſeveral perſons for maintaining the aforeſaid Cameronean opinions. 2 | 
dingv of Syndd in November, 1747. See eee 
ede 969 _ 
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| hint ta tak» an oath hy way of fecuriey that: he would 1 
b fun a fn fade withited piven time. This cath was to- 
A and [confited. botfii vf the marc faterdotic, and the nr 
Arier Mhz tated thieg his Lordſhip obſerved on the 
nz mitten be chat -was commonly called à corpora} 
aath; given in the work of a very learned writer, which work, 
Babe, abe: ſaid, would have had much greater authority 
nad itt u- ppblithed in the author's life-time. In that work 
2 b O was defined to mean an Oith taken aſter the 
forms wat eiumiſtance of the impoſition of the hand upom the 
Soße This definition, he faid; muſt neceſfarily ſtartle every 
man ef common ſenſe, as oſten as it ſhould prefent itſelf᷑ to His 
recolle con; and it had ſo far ſtartled him, that it had excited 
him t eq uire on- Nhat foundations ſo improbable à definition 
reſted. The reſult of his enquiry was a conviction, that no- 
| ing could" be mmore falſe, or more wide from the fact than the 
definilicn in queſtion; A corporal Oath, he ſaid, had its oris 
n ithe ſuperſtitution of the Roman church, and came from 
the Frehcly worde Jerment curporel, or the Latin words |/acras 
ment u corporuli, the cloth in which the body of our Saviour 
was wraßpped, the touching af which with the hand was'rſups 
te be the moſt ſolenui appeal to the DRIT V that co 
de made. fer fully explaining the matter, his Lordſhip 
recurred to general reaſoning upon the ſubject of wearing 
Oaths, and declared that no Judge, nor indeed any man at at all 
acquainted with the practice of the Courts | in reſpect to Oaths, 
or to the uſages and forms of legal proceedings i in this country, 
would ever refuſe to- ſuffer any perſon, of any religion, ta 
tab an Oath according to che formt and circumſtance moRk 


dared to be indiſputable, he raiſed ſome arguments againſt-the 
Bill, contending, that to paſs an Act of Parſament, to make 
that. to be law, which was the Jaw, and was univerſally held 
u be ſuch, was frivolous in the firſt: inſtarice, .and extremely 
abſurd and pregnant wich inconvenionee;-nay, gs 


2greeable.to- bis conſcienge. ,, Qu this poſition, which he de 


ir chis inſtance, it would operate in increaſe. and confirmations 


% 


wien ſerious . "Head, i forniy BL whoa 
| nents were to the full as. learned as they were at pt 
and infinitely more careful, they did not multiply the laws 
unneceſſarily, and with a wantonneſa and 4 levity:dilgracefut 
to their own dignity. They took care fa.to: frams theis AQts; 
that they ſhauld fully and intelligibly convey the meaning of 
the legiſlature when they paſſed. the ſtatute; and not- leabe 4 
ground, much leſs an actual neceſſity for paſſing ſubſteuenm 
Bills, to explain what was the meaning of laws -previeuſly 
paſſed. He obſerved, that it was ſtated in an author, he tad 
treated upon the ſubject. of Oaths, that in 1745 various per- 
ſons had deſired to be ſworn in the manner deſcribed by the 

Bill, and that Gentlemen of the Grand Juries had been per- 
mitted to ſwear in that manner; but that thoſe upon the 
Petty Juries had been refuſed. This diſtinction appeared to 
him ſo extraordinary, that he could not credit it; and a8 if 
was upon the face of it ſcarcely reconcileable to reaſon and td 
common ſenſe, that a Grand Jury, who were to find a bill of 
indictment, which identical bill of indictment was fo be-afters 
wards tried by a Petty Jury, ſhould. be ſworn in one way, and 
the Petty Jury refuſed to be ſworn in the ſame way, he had 
inquired into the fact, and found the book, which was am ot 

dinary book, wrong, for that evety perſon, who had at the 
time defired to be ſo ſworn, had been indiſcriminately petmit- 
ted to take his oath in that manner. Open the whole, chert 
could not be a doubt how the law ſlood; and thereſure to paſs 
_ the Bill, he repeated, it was not only frivolous, but big with 
inconvenience and danger; becauſe, if the Act was paſſed to 
eſtabliſh the right of the members of the Cameronean Church 


of the doubts that might be entertained by the ignorant às to 
tho form. mer ef taking an Ode in ? 
ether religions, who alſo diſfered no leſs 
' form and circumſtance of talking an Oath in uſage in England, 
[Wale Gr wil buen and relief the preſent Bill bad 


t 16 7 8 = 
bet frayed. For theſe. reaſons, arid virious otfiers which n | 

TLordſhip ſtated, he declared he ſhould/adviſe the Hole to u 
jeck che Bill, unleſs they meant to paſs à number of ſuch Bills; 
applicable to all the various Chriſtian ſeQaries in the king 
dom, for what was fit to be done for the relief of dne, was 
equally due to others. He ſaid farther, that he did not be- 
lievo there e xiſted the ſmalleſt difference of opinion upon this 
ſubjeR, among thoſe either immediately preſiding in the Courts 
of Juſtice, or acting under them. He could not take upon 
him to ſtate what the opinion of à noble and learned Earl“ 
was, who had preſided in that Houſe the greateſt part of laſt 
ſeſſion; but if he was at liberty to preſume what his opinion 
was, he ſhould ſuppoſe he concurred exactly in opinion with 
himſelf. He declared that the noble and learned Earl in queſ: - 
tion bad firſt excited his attention to the ſubject, and reduced 


dim to conſider it with the degree of inveſtigation that it 


ſeemed to require ; and the reſult was, a thorough conviction 
that the law now ſtood as the Bill declared it to ſtand; and 
that there needed not the aid of an Act of Parliament to make 
more.clear and intelligible than it was at preſent. 

: The EaxL of DEzBY in reply obſerved, that a Bill, fimilar 
to the preſent, had been introduced during the Jaſt ſeſſion of 
the laſt Parliament ; it had paſſed both Houſes, but not as the 
noble Lord had imagined, unnoticed by their Lordſhips ; on 
the contrary, it had undergone an ample diſcuſſion in a Com- 
mittee. before their Lordſhips, and alterations and amendments 
had been made i in that Committee, which were adopted in the - 


preſent Bill; but it had fo happened, that after it had paſſes 
hoth Houſes, the Parliament had been diſſolvęd before it re- 


Sived the Royal Aſſent. With regard to the other pafts ok 


the ſpeech of the noble and learned 1 1489 and general reaſon- 
ing upon the ſubject, he begged. leave for himſelf, and for. | 
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eee b 46 e Bil, to rerurn 2 Lordſhip vis mot? 
fincete Giabks for the very able, learned, and intelligibte-man-. 
- ner, in which the noble and lenrned Lord had*Rood forth ity 
advocate. He was perſuaded arguments more forcible or more 
eonvineiug codld not be udduced in its favour, than the argu= 
mente of che noble and learned Lotd, He had not 4 doubt: 
in his own mind, of the propriety, and the truth of every 


cet the Gobie and learned Lord had 'advancediipen the 


ſubject; but without pretending to cope with the noble Lord, 
vrithout affecting to be, what he by no means pretended to be, 
the noble and learned Lord's equal in ability, learning, or ia 
the means of acquiring information upon that or any other 
ſubject, he could not but think all the noble and learned Lord 
- had ſaid, went to ſhew the neceſſity of paſſing the Bill 3-bes 
ceuauſo; though it was admitted, as the noble and learned Lord 
had ſtated, that the more ſacerdotis, the more laici, aud the ſa- 
crammium corporali, or the Oath taken by laying the hand on 
the cloth chat had wrapped up our Saviour's body, were eſſen- 
tially the ſame; and differed only in form and circumſtance} 
and thouglk-it were admitted that the law ſtood, as the: Bill 
would declate it to ſtand; yet the fact being, that ſome per- 
ſons hol entertain religious ſeruples about the form aud ire 
cumſtance of Oaths, and whoſe feruples of conſcience led 
them to cbe deſirous of taking Oaths, by. holding up F theiv 
right band, had been refuſed the privilege of being ſo ſworn, 
and: particularly im caſes of making affidavits of debt; it was 
neceſſary to declare, by an Act of. Parliament, that they had 
a legal rigfit ſo to be ſworn. © His Lordſhip 3 
band, an inſtance of 2 caſe that had recently happend, It 
which two perſons of the name of Cooper were refuſed ths 
liberty of taking an Oath, 'in the manner preſeribed by the 
Bill, routhing à felony tried at the Seffions Houſsin'the ON 
Dae (The Benn Crancriion aſked from the'Webk | 


dak, bfore-Shat Judge: the eauſe trad been trie To-which 
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therefore che ſadt was, chat erben were denied prrwilMian-26- 3 


be ſwora in Courts of Juſtice in the metropolis, how much 
more likely was it that Magiſtrates in che country, and others 
commiſſioned to admit perſons to make their Oaths, ſhould 
refuſe in like manner ? He hoped therefore their -Lordſhips 
would be of opinion that the Bill _ to paſs, * ne 
ſuffer it to proceed. 

The Loxp CHANCELLOR toe again, d informed the ; 
| Houſe, that the noble Earl had communicated to him an in- 
Nance of a perſon's defiring to be ſo. ſworn,” and being re- 
fuſed ; but that, upon enquity, it had turned out, that the 
fact was directly the reverſe of that communicated to him by 
the noble Earl. His Lordſhip ſaid further, that it was im- 
poſſible for him to run after caſes, ſtated to have been tried 
defore no body knew what Judges, but that it was to the laſt 
degree frivolous to be making Acts of Parliament to enforce 
what was already known to be law; and that if a Juſtice of 
the Peace refuſed to do his duty, it was uot à declaratory Act 
of Parliament that would compel him. to do it. . n 
therefore objected to reading the Bill a ſecond: time. 

The EANL of DERBV replied, and ſaid he could not agree 
with” the hoble and learned Lord in thinking that mens 
having it in their power to produce an expreſs Act of Parlia- 
ment, and ſhew it to any Juſtice of the Peace ho refuſed 
to admit them to ſweat by holding up of their hand, would 
not convince fuch Juſtice What his Rr and' induce him 
to-comply- with the requlſition. bl. 0). Yr; he 

-: Lond, LovcaBoROVUGH: roſe to ſay a vary few: words: 
His Lordſhip declared he concurred completely in every ur- 
gument urged by the ble and learned Lord on the Wool-" 
fack, in regard to the Exiſtance af the law at preſent. * Indie 
putably, every mu in this .countty had a right to be fur 
after the form and circuraſtance moſt conſonant ta his religien! 
Phat the law ftgad. ſo was à matter perfectly clear, W pers 

* ara us he * purpeſs worth 
1 2 while 


| ty 1 5 
Kite aitdede anſwered by their Lordſhips cafplngtihi Bil * | 


| procted and paſs into a lat y, and that a ſimple, hut à very uſekul 
purpoſe. I the parties, applying for the preſent Bill, were anxious 
to haye it expreſly declared, that they might take an coach in 
tho manner ſpecified in the Bil}, —_ harm could there ppſ- 
_ ſibly be in gratifying their requeſt ? The doing ſo would not 
only conſer a favour on thoſe for whofe relief the Bill was 
intended; but it would remove much difficulty and -inconve- 
nience out of the way of thoſe who might ſtand in need of 
the legal teſtimony of perſons of that deſcription; and it would 
alſo remove much difficulty and inconvenience out of the way 
of thoſe appointed to receive - affidavits, and ſwear perſons ap- 
plying to them to be ſworn, in different parts of the king- 
dom. There were, his Lordſhip obſerved, in the Courts of 
Juſtice, and throughout the kingdom, a great variety of per · 
ſons,” whoſe office it was to ſwear ſuch as had oecaſion to 
be ſworn. Every body knew that no man could take out a 
writ and ſue his debtor, without previouſly making an aſfida - 
vit of his debt; and this afidavit muſt be ſwera before. a 
Commiſſioner appointed, by ſome one or other af the Coutts, 
to take affidavits. Theſe Commiſſioners were not all of them 
men of ſenſe, of candour, of clearneſs, and of liberality. 
There were alſo, among the magiſtrates in the Commiſſions 
of the Peace, many who were not a jot more ſenſible, more 
candidy more intelligent, or more liberal, than the Commiſ- 
ſioners juſt mentioned. If the Bill paſſed, it would- ſerve tq 
_ convince ſuch of theſe two deſcriptions what their duty was, 
ani to prevent the inconvenience ariſing from their refuſing, 
through ighorance of the law, to admit perſons. to ſwear, hy 
the vplifting of the hand. Another uſeful conſequence might 
a afiſe from the Bill, and that was,. it defined, i in expreſs words, 
the forth of the Oath, , His Lordſhip declared, that had am ap- 

| plication. been made tq him,- while Gtting as a judge, to admic = 
4 perſon to be ſworn after the form and circumſtarice preſcribed 
** he * W 
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hey ſhould have. been at ſame little Joſss, as tothe proges bes- | 
of the Oath. . That. doubt the Bill went ta remove, and fox. 
that, .and the -other reaſons be had Hated, he wiſhed their, 

| Lordſhips would ſuffer it to proceed. 


The Lozn CHANCELLOR again left the woolſack, and 44 
the hearing a perſon of much leſs knowledge of the law and 
its practice than the noble and learned Lord, declare that he 
mould have had any. doubts as to the form. of dhe - Oath, 
would have excited in his mind much alarm for the danger in 
which other religious perſons would be put, if the preſent 
Bill was to paſs. He hoped, therefore, their Lordſhips,. 
if they conſented to paſs any Bill like that under confidera- 
tion, would make it a General Bill, and extend it to all deſcrip- 
tions of Chriſtians, With regard to the Commiſſioners 2ap- , 
pointed to take affidavits in the country, refuſing to ſwear 
thoſe who deſired it, as the Bill preſcribed; if there were any: 
of that deſcription in ſo dead and miſerable a ſtate of i igno : 
Tance, they. were unfit for their offices, and they ought to be 
deprived of them. If any Juſtice of Peace refuſed to do hi 
duty, in this reſpect, jet him be puniſhed; file an informas- - * 
tion againſt him; a fact the newſpapers, would ſoon publiſh to 
the world, which would be a much better means of making it 
known what the. law was in this reſpect, than the making a ; 
new Act of Parliament the medium of its publication. td = 3h 

On the queſtion being, put, the Houſe 4 £ n 
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we was then moved to reject tn; Bin, and which, * the. | 
queſtion put, was ordered accordingly.” | . 
"WE whoſe names are hereunto: ſubſcribed, were at the Bar 
of the Houſe of Lords, when' the EARL of DzzBy moved. 
the ſecond reading of our Bill before cited, and in gur recol- 
lection and judgment, believe that the argument of the Peers: 
in enen as ered the Mom D n CC antaing 
t "VP 
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mittee for managing the Proteſtant Oath Bill, for the Menhers 
, of the ancient Church of Scotland, i in order that all * Fel= 
" low-jubjefts may really know their Political Creed : _ 


- Reſolved, That n 
Scotland were from the Reformation, and ſtill remain from | 
| Friaciple to be firm friends, to the law of the land, and con- 
ſtitutional freedom; therefore faithful and loyal Eubjets th the 
PRESENT LAWPUL SOVEREIGN 5 in all lawful cafes odedietit 
to the eftabliſhed go t, ſteady and warm friends to the 
Proteſtant ſucceſſion, in the M LUs TRIous HovsE of Hano- 
| VER, and, on all oecafions; ready with their lives and for- - 
tunes, to ſupport, and defend conſtitutional freedom, again 
every attempt to overturn the ſame, The united friends of 
the ancient Church of Scotland think it a duty to their Sove- _ 
reign, their fellow. ſubjects, and themfelves to publiſh this Re- 
ſotution, in order" to prevent the r WF ee and i in. 
ſidious perſons. 
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4e Kl Mining of the United Briends tae ; 
el Scotland, held at New Slaughter's Coffee-houle, an Mu- | 
_ day, Fuly 19, 1784, the falling ge c 2 
 mouſly agreed to, viz. y 3 
| -Reſdlved;.Fhat the thanks E e 1 
 Guones Aba wo 6 1 
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aid, -and-fapport of our Bll,” in the Hebie 2 W 

este Tha che thanks of this meeting be given to the 

Right Honourable CHanLEs James Fox, for his * | 

ang warm fapport of our Bill | 
Refolved; That the thanks oaks eee e withe + 1 

| Right Hondurable WILLIAM Pirr, and the other members 

of the Houſe of. Commons, who were friends to this Bill. 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this meeting be given to the 

Right Honourable the EAxL or, MANSFJELD, for his Lord- 

Mip's great attention and liberality t. to the metres people 

praying relief by this Bill,” 7s 20 | 
"Reſolved, That a deputation be appointed to wait on tho 

Right Honourable the Eaxy or Dexvy, to thank his Lord, * | - 

ne li 

Bill in the Houſe of Peers, Lac mans 
Reſalved, That the thanks of this meeting de given to the 

Right Honourable Logo - LouGHBOROUGH, for his. Lord- 

_ Rip's able defence of the undoubted rights and claim of the Pro- 

teſtants of the ancient Church of Scotland to make . 

required by their Bill. 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this meeting be given to * 

Right Honourable the LoxD Hicn CranceLLioR, for the 

learned and able manner in which his Lordſhip eſtabliſhed the 

rights of the perſons praying relief by this Bill; by demon- 

frating and proving to the Peers in Parliament, that the lau 

of the land was from time immemorial in theit favour; and 4 

that all deſcriptions of magiſtrates and others, who have power. 

ro adminifter an Oath, are in all caſes and matters whatſoever, 

where an Oath'is to de taken, bound by the law of the land 

to adminiſter the ſame as required in the ſaid Bill; and that 

any magiſtrate refuſing. to adminiſter the fame, was, and is 

liable to an action at law, and ſevere penalties. | 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this meeting be given 1 * X 

putation to the Right Honourable Tenn Viseu Strona“ 

MONT, 


they unanimouſly agreed to publiſh this ſhort account of the 


as ably ſtated by the Lon CHANCELLOR, may be known 
to all concerned. 
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eur Bill; and alſo to che Right Honourable, the, EARL or 


. Garros av, for his Lordſhip kind attentiad and ſupport of | 
This Bill. | 


Refolved, That ths thanks of this nieeting be given. to the | 
Right Honourable the Earls of Daz TMoUTH and Rapyor, 
and the Peers in Parliament, the friends of — and the 
rights of the people requiring this relief. 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this e 
Gibbs Crauford, Eſq. for his conſtant and perſevering attention 


to our cauſe and intereſt, * of our buſineſs 


from its moſt early ſtage. ON 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this dieting be gives us Jim 


Drummond, Efqs of Drummond and Middleton, for his early. 


friendſhip, ſteady penſeverance, and indefatigable attention to 


our cauſe. 


The debates in che Houſe of Lords on the fubject. of the 
Bill, and their decifion with reſpe& to it, being read to che 
Committee, the members expreſſed the warmeſt fatisfaftion. 
It gives them the greater pleaſure, that it will include many 
of his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects not in their communion ; and 


riſe, progreſs, and iſſue of the Bill, that the law on this point, 


Signed, JOHN DRUMMOND, W 


Fu 2g, 1784 JOHN KERR, — 
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